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Welcome to
Junior High School
in Kanagawa
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This guide introduces general information about schools in Kanagawa Prefecture.

The contents of information can vary by area and school.
Please contact the municipal board of education or schools for details.
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Preface

© © 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000 00000000000 0000000 0000000000000 000000000000 o

Japanese schools might have different rules, school lives, and ways of studying compared with
schools in your home counties. You might wonder or feel worried due to those differences.

This guide clearly explains the Japanese educational system, study contents, school events, etc.
for students who will enter Japanese junior high schools for the first time and their parents. If you
have any questions, please ask your teacher anything.

The schools in Kanagawa Prefecture where you live are trying to create an environment where
everyone accepts and respects diversity and supports each other. The schools are also giving
guidance and supporting education for children related to foreign countries.

We made this guide with the hope that children can enjoy their school lives without worries in

Kanagawa Prefecture.

Table of Contents
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1. Japanese school (Educational system - How to enroll in a school - Disabled children -

Support for study) 1
2. One-year schedule of a junior high school (Events, Terms) 2
3. Introduction of events (Opening ceremony ~ Graduation ceremony) 3
4 . A day in a junior high school (Going to school ~ Club activity) 4
5. Club activity - Student committee 5
6. Subjects and study performance (About classes - About study performance) 6
7 . Preparation for enrollment (School uniform etc.) 7
8. Absence - Arriving late - Leaving early - Not participating in gym class (How to tell the

teacher - Reason - When feeling sick at school) 8
9. To parents (Necessary cost for school - Class observation - Class social gathering - Home visit -

Interview - PTA, etc.) q
10. Rules of Japanese school (Rules, Custom, Cleaning, Respect for schedule, etc.) 10
11. Request for parents (Listen to your children, etc.) 11
12. Career path after graduation (Pursuing further education - Obtaining a job -

Parent-teacher-student meeting) 12
13. High school (Types of high schools - Course - Entrance exam fee - Cost for high school)] ——— 13
14. Entrance exam for high school (How to enroll in a high school - Entrance exam for the children

related to foreign countries) 14
15. Consulting institutions - Textbooks - Guidebook 15

X-Elementary school guide is also available. Please memorize the
X:You can download it from HP. terms with * mark.

(The information of this guidebook is as of February 2019. Please check the latest information

when utilizing this guide.)
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1 . Japanese school

(©Educational system

- Compulsory education (9 years) is for children 1st grade (age 6-7)
from 6 to 15 years of age. Grades are
determined by the age of children. 2nd grade (age 7-8)
- Children enroll in an elementary school in
the first April after they become 6 years old. Elementary 3rd grade (age 8-9)
Elementary school is 6 years long. school 4th grade (age 9-10)
- Tuition and textbooks are free in elementary Compulsory
and junior high schools. Education 5th grade (age 10-11)
6th grade (age 11-12)
- The school to go is determined by the student's
address (the designated school area is called 1st grade (age 12-13)
Gakku') - Junior high 2nd grade (age 13-14)
school
- All elementary and junior high school students 3rd grade (age 14-15)
can go up the grades every year regardless of
the study performance. I
- If you are concerned about your children's High school
study performance, please consult with the

class teacher. I

University, Junior college,
- Every student needs to take the entrance exam Vocational school

to enroll in a high school.
- High schools, universities, junior colleges,

and vocational schools require fees such as an

Obtaining a job

enrollment fee, tuition, etc.

(©How to enroll in a school
- Visit a city hall, ward office, town hall, or village office and tell them that you want to let your children
go to school.
- If you are not confident in Japanese skills, please consult with consultation institutions. (= p.15)

@©Disabled children

- There are special schools for disabled children.
- Also, some schools have a special classroom which takes only a limited number of students and provides
a suitable program for each student. Please consult with public offices or schools.

(© Support for study
Schools and municipal districts provide various study support activities for children related to foreign

countries.
[Schools]
@ International class : The elementary school with many foreign national children has an

international class. The class teacher will support each student in studying Japanese or difficult subjects.

@ Japanese language support : Some municipal governments send a Japanese teacher or person who can
speak the student's home-country language to the school for the student who has difficulty in
understanding Japanese. Please ask the class teacher for the details.

[Municipal districts])

@ Japanese language class - Study support class : Some municipal governments have a Japanese language

class for children or study support class which supports students in understanding the elementary school
subjects. Please ask the class teacher or consulting institutions for the details.
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2. One-year schedule of a junior high school

~\

-

- Euents and schedule vary by school.
- Please check thes one-year schedule which will be distributed in April.

- A star mark ( % ) is on the name of the event which requirs parents to participate in.

This mark means an examination.
)

Ao B
"o B v
2 5 HA 2nd term - 3 ¥ @
3 3rd term 1339
HaoT AR+ 7§'ﬁ(3+
term Vacation Vacation

Autumn
i) i) Vacation i) Lie) i) L)ie) i)
9A 10 A 1A 12 A 1A 2R 3A
September  October November  December January February March
ARSI RAMNTLY Eé:"ﬂl'w’)b L) deyL s
(*'f \) * t%‘% =) E*J& LS I
LHEAS&HLD ZDFEHLS
LAY 'g * % I
(% Athletic meet) ¥ School festival Entrance exam
Nat | for high school
ature class
End of term
farewell
% Graduation
ceremony

-

School term (please check the schedule above)
- There are 2 or 3 school terms (Gakki) in a year. At the end of each term, the school
report will be given to each student. (= p.6)

- How to specify the school term varies by school.

X:-The yearly number of school days of the school with 2 terms and 3 terms is almost the

same.
J

_
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3. Introduction of events

Event

Content

Opening ceremony
(April)

The ceremony for the starting of the school year
New class and class teacher will be announced for students.

Entrance ceremony
(April)

The ceremony to celebrate the enrolling students

Students will wear the uniform and parents will wear formal clothes as
described in the illustrations. There will be no class and the ceremony
will end in half a day.

End of term farewell

Ceremony held at the end of the
term. Students will receive the
school report.

Final assembly (March)

Ceremony held at the end of the
school year

Graduation ceremony
(March)

Ceremony to celebrate the
graduation from junior high school

Sports day
(Sports meet)

Students will cooperate together to participate in and enjoy the sports
and dance competition. This event is held in spring or autumn. Students
will have lunch with their parents during the event.

School festival

Students will show the achievement of class and club activities and
perform a play, dance, etc.

Nature class

1- or 2-day school trip for 1st or 2nd graders
Students will spend time in nature or visit historical
places (some schools do not have the nature class).

School trip

2- or 3-day school trip mainly for 3rd graders
Teachers and students can deepen a relationship
through a group trip.

-2

Work experience

Students will assist workers at local companies or
shops for a day or a few days. Students will have a
conversation with workers and learn what it is like to work. 7

Body measurement

Nursing teacher will measure the students' height and
weight in school once a year.

L L

Medical examination

Students' growth and health condition will be checked.
Besides the medical, dental, ear-nose-throat, and eye
check, urine check (students will bring the urine to
school) etc. will be conducted.

S B

X Event's name may vary by school. Please check it at your school.
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4. A day in a junior high school

Students have to go to school from Monday to Friday. Days off are Saturday, Sunday, and national

holidays.

% If events are held on Saturday or Sunday, the following Monday would be off (it is called “Daikyu”).
Please check the handouts from the school.

~
<[Going to school : Students leave their home for school.
J
™
Homeroom activity : It is the morning class meeting in which the
teacher will talk about the schedule of the day etc.
/
™
Class : There are 3 or 4 classes in the morning. Each class is 50
minutes long in general.
J
™
Lunch Students will have lunch together.
T )
~
ﬁ@% <|[Cleaning : Students have to clean the classroom or school building.
* )
~
<[Class : There are 4th to 6th or 5th to 6th classes in the afternoon.
J
Afternoon ~
@ @ Homeroom activity : It is the class meeting before the dismissal of the
class in which the teacher will talk about the
Q schedule of the next day etc. )
~
Club activity : It is the after school activity of the sports or culture
club (= p.5).
J
XK Time schedule and the contents of the activities vary a little by school.
4 A
@ Lunch
- The junior high schools which do not provide a school lunch require students to bring a boxed lunch.
- Please bring the lunch box with non-perishable food because they are cooked in the morning and
eaten around noon.
- When it is not possible to prepare a boxed lunch at home, students can order it at school or buy food
on the way to school.
- If there is food that students cannot eat due to allergy, religion, etc., please consult with the school.
L J
N
@ Cleaning
- Students have to clean inside the school building every day before or after the homeroom activity.
- Cooperating together to clean the place where everyone uses is one of the important educational
activities.
L J
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5. Club activity - Student committee

© Club activity (Bukatsu)

- Students can do club activities in junior high school.

- Basically, students can choose whether to join a club or not. However, some junior high
schools recommend every student join a club.

- Students can choose a club to join and do the club activity before/after school and when the
school is off.

- Before choosing the club to join, students should check the rules, active day, and necessary
cost of each club and consult with their family members.

[Active day] In general, students will do club activity from Monday to Friday after school. Some
clubs require students to do the activity in the morning before the class or on weekends and
participate in a training camp or competitions during the summer vacation.

[Necessary cost] Students might have to buy a uniform or equipment and pay the club fee.
Students also might have to pay for a transportation fee for competitions and lunch.

© Examples of club activity (It varies by school. Please ask the teacher.)

r A
Sports clubs

Soccer, Baseball, Track and field, Basketball, 9
Volleyball, Tennis, Ping-pong, Badminton,
Swimming, Judo, Kendo, etc.

Culture clubs

Art, brass band, chorus, science, @
handicraft, drama, calligraphy, gardening, @ —
the game of go, shogi (Japanese chess),
computer, tea ceremony, guitar, illustration, etc.
\_ J
(© Student committee activity a2z
- Students play responsible roles to make the school and school life better. !r!!' é @

© Examples of student committee (They vary by school. Please ask the teacher.)

r )

Committee of library : They arrange and control the books.

Committee of broadcasting : They broadcast the information during lunchtime or events.
Committee of health : They do activities to protect students’ health and safety.

Committee of physical exercise : They prepare for the Sports day etc.

\_ )

X:The record of the student’ s club and committee activity will be the important material when taking

the high school entrance exam.
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6. Subjects and study performance

© About classes \
- Each subject will be taught by a different teacher in junior high school. - I.

/]

- There are 4 or 5 regular exams (midterm exam, final exam, etc.) a year.

Subject Content of study
Students read contemporary and ancient writings and learn how to write
Japanese
sentences.
Social studies Students study geography, history, and basic politics and economics.
Mathematics Students study about calculation with mathematical formula and figures.
Science Students study biology, chemistry, physics, geology, etc.
Music Students sing songs, play instruments, listen to music, and study the history of
music.
Art Students draw pictures, create things, and observe the artworks.
Physical Education Students do sports and study about health and body system.

Students acquire necessary knowledge and skills (including PC skills) for their

Technology and Home Economics| .
lives.

Foreign language (English) Students study English grammar, reading, and essay.

Students study about the importance of life and developing compassion for

Morality others

Integrated studies Students find a study issue in their everyday life and research and study about it.

Students have a meeting about the class, and each student will be
Class activity assigned to a specific class role. Students also study about their own
lives and future.

Committees do activities to make the students' school lives better. There

Committee activity . X
are various committees.

Sports day, school festival, school trip, etc. are also important learning

School event .
experiences.

(© About study performance

@ Assessment for the subject - Intention to try hard
- Degree of understanding etc. will be assessed.
- Ability to think

@ How to assess

The teacher will assess students based on their attitude a )
. .. Try harder! Well Done
in the class, submissions such as worksheet and artwork, 1 2 3 4
and results of examinations (regular and irregular exams). @ . . @
@ School report L c cC B A A )

- Students will receive the school report at the end of each term.

- The student's achievement will be evaluated in 5 grades, as shown in the right figure (the best score is 5 or AQ ).

- Students will know what they are good and not good at through the school report.

- Students can go on to the next grade even if the study performance is not good.

X The study performance at junior high school will be the information for high schools to determine whether to let the
student enroll or not. (— P14)
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7. Preparation for enrollment

(© School uniform (Standard clothes) etc.

- What students must wear varies by school. Please ask your school. Below are the general

examples.

% If you transfer to a different school at 3rd grade, please consult with the teacher.

X:Some junior high schools do not have a school uniform.

@® Uniform Chere are summer and winter uniforms. j @ Clothes for gym

o1

Please ask the teacher where you can buy the standard

clothes. Each school has rules about clothes.

T-shirt for gym class (short- and long-sleeved),

Half pants, Two-piece tracksuit

@® Shoes

Commuting shoes
(Athletic shoes)

Indoor shoes

Gym shoes

@ Others (There are things you do not need to prepare right away. The class teacher will let you know when it is necessary.)

Writing materials
Pencil, ruler, mechanical pencil, eraser, red pen, etc.

Set square - Compass Paint

-

IEEEE e
imEEEEE

Recorder

Triangular kerchief

Apron Mask
P

Pool set
Swimwear, swimming cap, goggle, towel
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8. Absence - Arriving late - Leaving early -
Not participating in gym class

Absence - Arriving late

- Parents must let the class teacher know about the student's absence or arriving late.

- In Japan, students go to school unless they are sick or have special events to participate in, such
as ceremonial occasions etc.

- If a student cannot go to school, both the school and parents must know about it.

- If the parents do not let the school know about it, the school will call the parents. Please do not
fail to answer the phone.

% Students suffering from following diseases % School would be off or open from afternoon

must not go to school ) in case of following weather
— influenza, measles, mumps, chickenpox, — heavy rain, storm, heavy snow, etc.

pertussis, rubella, tuberculosis, etc. X: Please do not fail to ask the school how to check
the schedule change.

Leaving early (going home early)

- Parents also have to call the class teacher when they want their children to go home early for a
special reason such as going to a hospital.
- When a student feels sick at school, the class teacher or nursing teacher will call the parents.

Not participating in gym class

- Students can be excused from the gym class in case of a cold, injury, etc.
- To be excused from the gym class, the student's parents have to contact the school by phone or a
student handbook.

@ How to tell the teacher

Yasumi masu. My child is not going to school.
Chikoku shimasu. O ji ni ikimasu. He/She will arrive late. He/She will arrive at school at O .
Soutai shimasu. O ji ni kaerimasu. He/She wants to go home early. He/She will go home at O .
Taiiku o kengaku shimasu. He/She wants to be excused from the gym class.

@ Reason
Kaze desu. He/She has a cold. Haki mashita. He/She vomited.
Netsu ga arimasu. He/She has a fever. (eeneee Y desu. He/She has/is (name of sickness).

Atama ga itai desu. | He/She has a headache. || Kega o shimashita. | He/She is injured.

Geri desu. He/She has diarrhea. Byoin ni ikimasu. He/She will see a doctor.

©When feeling sick at school

- There is a "nurse's office" at school. The nursing teacher will briefly take care of the
student's injuries.

- Students can rest on the bed when feeling sick. Medicines will not be applied for
sickness.

- If the student needs to go home, the school will call the parents.
- If the student gets injured at or on the way to/from school and then sees a doctor, the student has to pay
the medical fee. Afterward, the student can ask the insurance company to cover the fee.
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9. To parents

- D

% Please do not fail to tell the following to the class teacher:

- Contactable phone number (cell phone, job site, etc.)

- Change of the home phone number, cell phone number, job site, and
home address

- Determination to move to a new address or go back to the home country

- J

(©Necessary cost for school

Tuition and textbooks are free for elementary school students. Parents need to pay for the following:

Lunch fee, special textbooks (drills, « uniform, bag, shoes, the cost for the
. The grades necessary things when enrolling in
Necessary cost for 1 | workbooks, etc.), stationery, club B (transferring to) the school, etc.
year (every year) activity expenses, PTA membership further cost

. . . 3 the cost for the school trip and
fee, excursion, and field trip fee. grade school yearbook

- If you want to pay via electronic withdrawal, please make sure to open a
new account at the bank or post office designated by the school.

- If you want to pay in cash, the collection bag will be provided.

- If you have difficulty paying the fee, please consult with the school.

X:Financial Aid for School Expenses : There is a financial aid system for the difficulty in
paying the fee of the school trip, study tools, etc. Please ask the class teacher for the details.

(©Class observation - Class social gathering

- On the class observation day, parents will observe their children in the classroom during the class.

- The class social gathering for parents will be held after the class observation. Parents will listen to and have a
meeting with the teacher.

©Home visit

- The class teacher will visit the student’ s home to talk about the student’ s life at school and home with the parents.

- It will be 10 — 15 minutes long. Parents will be notified about the home visit schedule by a letter in advance. Some
schools do not conduct a home visit.

(©Personal interview - Parent-teacher-student meeting

- Parents can consult with the teacher about the student’ s life and study. The interview schedule will be notified by
a letter in advance.

- When the student gets into the 3rd grade at junior high school, the parent-teacher-student meeting will be held to
talk about the career after graduation and going on to high school ( = p.12).

- If you need an interpreter, please ask the school.

©PTA activity

- PTA is the teacher-parents association to improve students’ lives.
- Through participating in PTA activities, parents can understand their children’ s situation at school and get to
know other parents.

@© School counselor etc.

- There is a special counselor for children's mental healthcare at school (not every day).
If you want to consult with the counselor, please ask the teacher.
% When the student has a mental or domestic problem, the special institution might deal with it through the school.
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10. Rules of Japanese school

@ Rules of Japanese school

- Students are not allowed to dye hair and put accessories or makeup.

- Students are not allowed to bring in things not related to studying, such as
candies, games, cartoons or magazines.

- Many schools designate a school uniform or gym clothes.

- Students must follow the school rules (Kousoku).

% There are many rules in junior high school. Please ask the teacher.

@ Custom of Japanese school
- Students have to take off the shoes and put them in the shoe locker and then put

@\ on the indoor shoes.

- Students change into the gym clothes or swimwear for gym class.

@® What to study at Japanese school

- At Japanese school, music, physical education, art, etc. are important subjects as
well as Japanese, mathematics, science, etc.

- Events such as sports day and school trip are also important study subjects as

other subjects.

@ Cleaning

- Cooperating together to clean the place where everyone uses is also one of the
important activities.

- Students are assigned to a cleaning role in turn and supposed to wipe and sweep

the floor with a wiping cloth and bloom and clean the toilet.

@ Respect for schedule

- It is very important to be punctual in Japanese society. Accordingly, it is also very

important in Japanese schools.

a@ - Please be careful not to come to school late.
' - If your children might arrive at school late, please do not fail to call the school in
advance.
a )
©Religion
At Japanese junior high school, students are sometimes required to eat the same food
together and basically have to wear desighated gym clothes. If you have a concern about
food, clothes, etc. because of your religion, please talk with the class teacher. (— p.15)
\_ J
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11. Request for parents

Junior high school students will start experiencing emotional changes and how they communicate with their
parents will change as well. Also, they easily fee anxiety because of the higher academic standards of the
school and the language and cultural differences between their home country, home, and school.

Please communicate with your children as much as you can.

J N\
% Listen to your children

You can understand what your children's school life is like if you regularly listen to your
children about such as difficulties, fun things, hardships, etc. at school.

Your children can feel safe if you listen to them, and they can easily talk to you when
something happens to them.

% Do not let your children handle studying alone

Please regularly check if your children are catching up with the study curriculum.
Please check the schedule of the regular exams on the yearly schedule sheet which you will
receive every April. It is especially important to tell your children to start the preparation for
the exam when the exam day is near.

% Start considering going on to high school from the 1st grade

It will be too late to consider going on to high school from the 3rd grade. Students should
start participating in the various high school's school festivals or open campuses to understand
the school's atmosphere while students are in 1st grade in junior high school. Moreover, parents
and children should participate in the explanatory meeting of high schools or for going on to
high school together.

% Communicate properly with children
It is very important to have proper communication with your children. They usually
communicate with you in your home country language when they are little. However, after they
become junior high school students, their Japanese skills usually become natural and sometimes
it will make it difficult for them to have communication with you in your home country language.
Please make sure that you can communicate with your children anytime in either your home
country language or Japanese.

% Do not let your children be absent from the school for interpretation

Children could improve their Japanese skills faster than you do because they go to school.
However, you should not ask your children not to go to school and be your interpreter for family
commitment. It could make it difficult for them to follow the class and make friends at school.

\ e

ceeecececcecacee. If your children do not want to go to school. -«..cccnvieinne.

Children might feel strong anxiety to go to school due to the new language, culture, study subjects, etc.
They might sometimes do not want to go to school.

First of all, please listen to your children. They will feel safe if you listen to them because they will know that
you are on their side.

If you have any concerns, you can talk to the class teacher, international class teacher, or consulting
institutions ( = p.15). There is a room where students can talk with a psychology expert in the school. Some
local governments can provide an interpreter for you. It is important to talk to and consult with someone,
rather than just keeping it in family.
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12. Career path after graduation

©Career path after graduating from junior high school

- 3 years of junior high school will go past very fast. It is important to think deeply about the career path

after graduating from junior high school, such as going on to high school, while the student is in the 1st

grade.

- That is because it is important to study step by step to obtain enough academic record and skills to pass

the high school entrance exam. Also, it is necessary to prepare enough money to go on to high school.

- The parent-teacher-student meeting at the 3rd grade is a very important opportunity to choose the high

school to take the entrance exam while considering the student's academic ability. Parents must

participate in this meeting.

- Even though each family has a different situation, parents should think about the children's career after

graduation while considering not only the current situation but also the children's future life and work.

ag

©)

padoo

oo

@ Pursuing further education

- Most of the junior high school students go on to high school in Japan (98.8%, based on
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2018).

- Students have to pass the entrance exam to go on to high school. It is hard to pass the
entrance exam in Japanese. However, there is an entrance exam for non-Japanese
students (— p.14) .

- In Kanagawa Prefecture, there are schools offering the support, such as Japanese
language class, for non-Japanese students.

- There are scholarship systems for people with financial concerns. Even if you have
concerns about Japanese language skills or money, please do not give up and find a
suitable high school while consulting with teachers or consulting institutions in advance.

- There are schools where students can study special subjects after graduating from
junior high school (upper secondary specialized training school etc.). They have different
high school diplomas etc., so please be careful when choosing the school.

- There are schools for students who were absent from the junior high school many times

or find it difficult to settle in schools (Support school, Private correspondence school).

@ Obtaining a job
- People can obtain a job after graduating from junior high school in Japan. However,
there are not many choices. Not every company employs junior high school graduates.

r )
% Parent-teacher-student meeting
- Contents Parents can ask the teacher about their children's school life. Also, parents and children
can consult with the teacher about the career after graduating from the school.
- Recommended questions
1st and 2nd grade : Parents can consult with the teacher about the concerns about their children.
Parents can ask the teacher about Japanese high school and career path after
graduation while their children are in the 1st grade. Parents can also ask the
teacher about how to study for their children.
Late 3rd grade : Parents can consult with the teacher about the career path after graduation such
as about the high school to take the entrance exam. Parents can also ask the
teacher about how to communicate with their children preparing for the entrance
exam. Parents can ask the teacher about the entrance exam, tuition, etc. of the
high school their children want to go to.
\_ J
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13. High school

The information about high schools

@Tgpes O'F high SChOO[S and high school entrance exam are

as of February 2019.
- There are public and private high schools. §

- Public high schools are run by city, prefecture, or country.
- Private high schools cost more compared with public high schools.

Full-time Part-time Correspondence

Going to school a few times a

Going to school every day month (Schooling)

Going to school every day

- About 4 hours of classes a da
Commuting About 6 hours of classes a . Y Studying through submitting
Morning class, Afternoon class, . .
day . assignments and being corrected
and Evening class
by teachers
Period 4 years (or more)

3 3
years or more] 3 years if students try hard years (or more]

Students are required to submit
Features Many students go to school and |the report about what they studied

work part-time at the same time. | and then receive correction from

teachers.
(©Course
[General course] Students study the advanced contents of what they ¢ %
studied at junior high school. oc?,%
(-]
[Special course] Students study the specific subject such as engineering,

business, international studies, nursing, etc.

[Comprehensive course] Students study various subjects, such as general and special subjects.
(©Entrance exam fee (fee to take an entrance exam)

- Public school  Full-time : 2,200yen Part-time : 950yen

- Private school Average 22,000yen (Average fee in Tokyo, Kanagawa, Chiba, and Saitama)

(©Cost for high school (Below is just an example. It varies by school.)

Public (Full-time) Public (Part-time) Private
1st year About 300,000 yen About 100,000 yen About 1,000,000 yen
After 2nd year About 210,000 yen About 100,000 yen About 720,000 — 880,000 yen
Total in 3 years About 700,000 yen About 300,000 yen About 2,500,000 — 3,000,000yen

X It will cost more in the 1st year compared with 2nd and 3rd year for the full-time high school due to the
school uniform etc.

X Above cost includes tuition, textbook fee, PTA membership fee, etc.
% About private high school support grant

- Students can pay less tuition for the private high school by receiving national or prefectural support grant.
- The amount of support grant will vary by the student's household income.
- Please ask the teacher for details.
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14. Entrance exam for high school

©How to enroll in a high school

3 important factors for an entrance exam

Records of Study (Naishin-sho) @Academic achievement test @ Interview
[Full-time) - Interview will be conducted in

- Record of the student’s school life (days (5 subjects) [Part-time) Japanese (about 10 minutes)
attended, club activity, etc.) written by Japanese - (3 subjects) - Students will be asked about the
the junior high school teacher Mathematics - Japanese - reason for choosing the high

- Total scores of the study subjects in English - Mathematics - school and about studying and
2nd and 3rd year at junior high school | Science - Social English other activities at junior high

studies school.

@ Schedule for 3rd graders towards entrance exam

July - August September ~ November December January February
Before summer vacation: Meeting between Choosing the high | Submitting the Starting
Interview for the career path | teacher, parents, and a | school to take an application taking the
During summer vacation: student entrance exam form entrance
Participating in the high exam
school explanatory meeting

X:The entrance exam by commendation will be conducted in January.

@ How to take the private high school's entrance exam (example)

- Entrance exam by commendation : The junior high school will recommend the student to the high school.

- General entrance exam : Students have to pass the entrance exam to enter the high school.

- Scholarship student entrance exam : The student who showed good performance in study and club activity
at junior high school can take this entrance exam. After passing the exam, the student will receive a
discount on the tuition fees.

% Multiple application --- For public high school, students can choose basically only one school to take the
entrance exam. Therefore, it is common that students apply for the private high school's entrance exam
as well for insurance in case of failing the public high school's entrance exam.

K-How to take the entrance exam varies by high school. Please make sure to ask the teacher for details.

(© Entrance exam for the children related to foreign countries (for public high schools in Kanagawa Prefecture)

r A

@ “Special Admission for Prefectural Foreign Residents etc.”

- There are schools which accept the applications from non-Japanese students who came to Japan less
than 3 years ago (the years spent at Japanese primary school will be added and counted).

- There are 13 schools which accept those students in Kanagawa Prefecture. Each school accepts 4 to 20
students.

- The contents of the entrance exam are 3 subjects (Japanese, English, and Mathematics) and an interview.

@ “Special way of taking the entrance exam by general application”
- The written test has hiragana printed beside each kanji and the test time is extended by 1.5 times for
the students who came to Japan less than 6 years ago. Interviewers will talk slowly in basic Japanese.
- Students have to apply for it through the junior high school.

X:For the details, please check “Public High School Enrollment Guidebook” of Kanagawa Prefecture issued by
Kanagawa Prefectural Board of Education + NPO Multicultural Education Network, Kanagawa ( — p.16).
Also, the guidance for enrolling in a high school with interpreters (English, Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, etc.)

is held every September or October.

\_ »
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